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| Whe reunto alfois annexed Lerter ofa + godly Minifter, 
3 Revtes, Paſtour of the Church/of Sowerbie in Torkſhve, | 

i vindication of himſelfe againſt a finiſterand dangerous (verfalic: ; 


and groundlefſe ) Infinuation, contained. inthe Copicot a Letter 
out of Lorkſbire, ſent anto the BIN Mi Edwards, nag by him] 


publiſhed to che Kingdome. 5 So be | | 


cetvers, and yet 1rue. EEE, 
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CHRISTIAN READER; 
Oat 2h FEnne Ii". « 


CurrsTIan READER; 


72 E4.) ſound words #n-Dofirine, that cannot be 
HIS. we Jp condemned; and there is @ proportionabl 
-— 1 | 5). equitze, that allmen (Miniſters eſpecially y 
15 = ſoould write endprint ſound words, that 
== *canndt be condemned..1f At*.. Edwards 
bad kept birſglfe to this Rule, aur labour at this time might 
bave. hen ſpared. Ourwo k iz this Narrative, ts to retifie 
his errours, He bath led many from the truth, ſofarre as con- 
cerpes Duckenfeild Chuxch ( for ſaving thit there is 472 E- 
pift le of our brother Roots annexed, there is nothing els med- 
Jed with inthis Apologie) 4nd aur undertaking is toreduce 
. them to therxuth. Should we ſuffer elltopaſſe for truth, which 
he publiſheth cancer ning 1, mee ſhould betray thetruth, and 
Hr Opn SBROCencys 50 WS DUE ADS POND] 


of JS 

#1 

© 81 ' 
f 


_ Theſe fanlts-may be juſtly charged apon.bim from the way he 
takes of blazoning be ſuppoſed fatlengs of att other mex, that 
aiffer fromhim, though but in tbe moſt controverted, dim, and 
ar{put able poinfs-z and taſtances nay-be given (if neta" res 
quire)ing aflages'thet relate to mand our Church, 

. Firſt, Rebath abroad inthe Kingdame Fators — 
yy ; A 2 or 


=D He Apeſile Paul exhorts Titus:, ts ſpeake Tirts 2,8. - 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


for bum in the good names, 4: reputations of precious men, 
8nd orderly walking Churches, ( who are n0t 4aferiour to the. 
very chiefeſt of bis Presbyterians, whether men, or (hurches, 
though they be nothing) which tbey 43d be ſell over to be man- 
cipated ro infamy anddifgrace, for ſuppoſed crimes fally 

| ſuggefied againſt them by humſelte, andh:s creatures. 

Secondly, He takes reports ( eſpectally flowing ( as it is 
faxa.) from godly perſons) upon truſt, ad without any far- 
ther examination, or. inquiſition after the truth of them, 1ſ- 
ſues them abroad (with a great meaſure of confudence) into the 
K1ngdomr, as if ſo be, his ſuppoſed gadly perſons, were arrived 
at an abſolute incapacitie of beartng an #ntruth, and when 
the; hate beard it, reporting it for a trath, 

Thirdly, He'doth not conſider that that malignant ſperit,- 
that -in all preceding ages of the Church hath bent mens 
tongues for lies, and ſignaers, againſt the Saints of the moſt 
high God, -zs. moſt Ceri atve at this day to render 
thoſe men. odivus, whoſe Converſation imports ſtriftneſle of « 
more then ordinary elevation inthe wayes of God: '$0that 
it i5 no ſecuritie agatnſt the perill of falſe witneſſe-bearing a- 
gainft the people of.God, to-ſay, Such a godly man tqld me. 
ſo; eſpecially when that that godly man was neither air eye,ntr 
eare-witneſſe of the thing , or bath trac'd the report upward 
from mas to man, to thefirſt reporter, whohad need to be god.- 
ty, and an eye or eare-witneſle of the thsng.. Oar felves can 
ſpeake experimeztally-of the failings of divers Presbyterians 
formerly, whom we judged goal, that have taken up things a- 
gainft us by beare-ſay , for which they have ſeene cauſe after- 
wards to be aſhamed ; which we deſire rather to cover with the 
mantle of Brotherhy love,then like flies to fall upon they ſores, 
and unneceſſarily to uncover therr nakedneſſe, and rake in 
their infirmities,as Mr.Edwards profeſſedly deales with as. 

 Fourthly, Mr, Edwards runs the more deſperate aduen-. 
| | "-_ 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


tare, to ſplit his reputation, and: wound his Conſcience upon 


the Innocency of traduced Saints, becauſe he takes not one'y 
the teſtimony of one 17gaged party agataſf the ather,but even 
of the moſt precipitate,fiery ſpirits of that partze,the ſtrength 
of whoſe phanſie 1s enoughto multiply a mole-hill of frazltie 
en the Saints, into 4 mountaine of obſtinacy ; yea, can make 
things that are not, appeare as though tbey were. And yet if 
the caſe were altered, Mr. Edwards poſſibly would thinke the 


Teſtimonies of twenty of thoſe whom he calls SeRaries, incom-- 


petent to take away the good name of oxe godly Presbyterian, 
Fifth, The irregularitie of dr. Edwards hes proceeding, 


is the more inexcuſable in this, That whereas there ſhould be 


tro-or, three witneſſes for the confirmation of every matter, 
that zs not of notorious Cognizance ; and whereas the accu- 
ſed ought to come face to face before the Accufers : My, 


Edwards publ:ſheth things of a private nature, upon the bare 


report of ſome one" man, who is 308 11 the capacttie of being a 
competent witneſſe in that matter whereof: be-zs the relatoy. 
And ſo the good names of tznocent, and ſome of them eminent 


perſons in the Kingdome, come to be blafted by the miſpriſjon - 


of his ſupercilious, a4 unhallowed pen. Inſtance pag. 167. 


zn what is elated concerning two Gentlemen, perſons of great 


worth and honour. | Eo 
Stxtly, Adae to this, that the impatience of b1s zeale tn 


defaming the ſervants of God, holds no-correſpondence with 
principles of common —_—_ For who but .Mr, Ed- 


wards, &ngwing that the 
was ſpeedily to Le brought upon the Stage before the Civill 


power, would ot have expefted the iſſues of bis aay of Audi: + 


ence, rather then by an hatie antscepatiop pre-juage { as in 
bis Marginall note be doth) a perſon not yet beard nor ton- 
demned by the Civill State, And indred a litthe pattence_s 


( comparatively to much) might. have ſerved the tarne, For. 


rok 


eacon of Duckingfeild, pag. 68. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


YT The Mar- 
4 Þ gina] nore. 
; . Pag. 68, 


n0t lorig after Mr. i homas Smith, Bookſeller of Manche- 
ſer, | who ( as we — was both Mr. Edwards 1ntelli- 
gencer, ad ſoone after the Deacons accuſer ] had a fatre, and 
free bearing, before the Committee agazrſt the Deacon. 
Yet the Committee found not bim guiltte of the ſuppoſed 
knavery in couzening the State, the d:ſcovery whereof was - 
prophecied in the Letter of Auguſt 3. 164 6. publiſhed by 
Mr. Edwards, but diſmiſſed him from their Board without 
any (enſure. Would Mr. Smith have thought it well, azd if 
he ſhould have approved of it, yet wee could net bave auoyded 
the regreet of our own Conſciences, when be being nominated 
for an Elder of Mancheſter, and accuſation upon accuſation 
from parts nearer and more remote, were brought in againſt 
him, if wee ſhould have writ up to London, that ere long 
Mr. Smiths knavery would be diſcovered, and ſuch 4 
0z2e as he, is a fit man to be an Elder tz 4 Presbyterian 
Charch , even then when the Buſineſſe was depending, and 
«xproved before the Triars ? | 
Seventhly, Nor can it well be omitted, ( and as little juſts- 
fied) that from one AR ( and that 1njuriouſly repreſented ) a 
ſudgement ſhould be made upon aperſon;a Gentleman of worth 
maſt paſſe under the name of a great Zelot for Independents, 
from the evidence of one falſe Inſtance, which is geven. in to 
prove it. Would Mr. Edwards be well pleaſed to have ſuch 
meaſure meaſured unto himſeife agatne, and that becauſe there 
are ſome ſlznderous reports publiſhed in Mr. Edwards booke, 
therefore the whole booke is a bovke of (landers £ 
E1ghtly and laſily, The {cope and drift of Mr.Edwards rs, 
tamake the worls beleewe, that ſuch as thoſe Se aries ( ſo &y 
him called) are, whoſe perſonall failings ke divulgeth, ſuch 
are ( or at leaſt in timeareliketobe) all that are of that. Set. 
r:ſpetively, Now if the SeQaries ( ſo called ) were baptized 
7nt0 the ſame uncharitable Spirit, aud.weuld whet therr ſtyle 


againſt 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


againſt the perſonall faults of Presbyterians, with a deſire to 
chargeall «pon the profeſſors of that way, doubtleſſe the volumes 
that might ve written, would be far more voluminous then a 
compleat Decade of Gangrzna's. As-for thee ( Chriſtian 
Reader ) wee v4 we ſhall eaſily obtatne ſo much juſtice at thy 
hands,as not to be meaſured by Mr. Edwards reed ; But ſuch 
as our Doirine, manner of life,patience, peaceableneſſe,pain- 
Fulneſſe,are,(be they more or yl e)ſuch let us be in the Ballance 
of thy eftimation. wee are abundantly ſenſible of the growth 
and increaſe of Exrours and Hereſies #2 the Kingdome , wee 
deſire according to the meaſure of grace recetued, to pray as 
gainft them, fat againſt them; wee labour in the conrſe of our - 
Miniſtry by preaching againft them, And as God grves us 
opportunitie 1x d:ſputation, we labour to beat them downe z 
end we truſt God tn his own time will diſpel them, The pres 
m:ſes are ſufficient for thy premonition , z0t to take all for, 
truth, that Ar. Edwards, or any other tz this Calumniatory 
age, ſhall raſhly and uncharitably brogch againſt any godly . 
man, whetber of the Claſſicall or Congregationall way, 
Bet firſt to try-and trace reports, importzng ſcandall tothe 
fountasnes of them, their firſt Broachers ; By this meanes a 
great aeale of uncharitable miſpriſion will be prevented, and 
thou wilt have ne occaſion .to mourne at the laſt, wee re- 


maine_ 


Thine,. whilſt thou art 


a Friend to Truth, 


SAMUEL EATo N, 


TimoTAar Tarior 
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A JUST 


APOLOGIE 


FOR THE CHURCH. 
OF DUCKENFEILD, © 


FY 


S2FJAſter Edwards amongſt many other Letters, 


& and Relations, which have been ſent him 
from all parts of the Ktngdome , hath recei- 
ved ( it ſeemes j ſome from the Northerze 
parts, from Lancaſhire, and Cheſhire : and in 
fore of how rhere :re paſſages that refle& upon the 
Church of Dackenf-ild, ana the Officers thereof, with. re-. 
proach and fcorne,with falihood and flander; and where 
any trurit is, it is with an injurious intent manifeſted. 

We ſhall dire& to rhe-Pages, tranſcribe the ſubſtance 
of the words, and make Anſwer thereto, 

In Pag. £8. are theſe words ; Mr. Eaton, of whoſ? afti- 
V7ty to promote thut way, (th 2X 18Qthe £ "canregations 2{1, which 
1s the truely-fo: called Presbyterra/? way) 7 duuht a20t. you 
eUeheard, hath bee the great Apoſtle to promote their de- 
ſtone 1 Theſe parts. 

"dafw. Ic may be 2 creat queſtion whether froſting Or Ire 
rationalitie he the raore Precrnminant in tl:i5 inveflive 
charge. For it is withonse alt bottom, wnieſſe a#zvitie 
(. w hich} he o.. cly mentions } 4e-4he heros of 7;, And then 
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"<7 Jul Apologie for the Church of Duckenfeild, 


all the Clergie in Lancaſhire are great Apoſiles,for he calls 
them Pag. 167. An AtiveClergee, that is, in promoting 
the Presbyterian Dejigne. And this is all the reaſon Mr. 
Edwards can'ſhew, of inſerting Mr. £4atozs Name among 
the Principal Independents and SeRaries in his Booke. 

But how comes it about, that Mr.&atoz is the great 4- 
peſtle in this place, who Pag.164. is buta Paſtor or Teacher 
of the Charch of Duckenfeil£ 

[f Mr. Eaton be the great Apoſtle, who are the leſſer > 
wee had thought among the Apoſtles there had not been 
greater, and leſſer. | 

Ifhe be: the great Apoſtle, what, or who are they that 
have ſent him ? They muſt doubtlefle be greater then A4- 
oſt les's, for greater ts he that doth ſend, then he that ts ſent. 

If he promote deſignes as an Apoſle,then the deſignes 


_ arepreaching of the Goſpel up and downe, and gathering of 


Hnrcbes, &C. 

Now Apoftolicall preaching of the Goſpel inall pla- 
ces upand downe the Countrey, is a good deſzgre, eſpeci- 
2lly at this time, when there is ſuch want of preaching. 


But this de/i2ne, Mr, Eaton could not heretofore,nor can: 


at this day attend upon, being a prefixed Officer at Dack- 
enfeild, as is acknowledged Pag. 164. And as for the de- 


figne of gathering (burches, ( which isan Apoſiies worke )- 


what one Church hath Mr. Eatoz gathered ? True it is, 
that he, with many others, wearied out with the long 
want of ſome of Gods Ordinances, and with corruption 
in-other of Gods Ordinances, did at length(tfor their bet- 
ter ſpirituall accommodation)joyne together in fellow- 
ſhip,. that they might injoy a// Gods Ordinances. Yet 


herein he no more-gathered them, with whom he joyned, 
then they þ:m. But be it that he promotes theſe deſignes, . 


yet ſithence theſe defignes are of no_worſer import and; 
| CON- 
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eA juſt Apologie for the ( burch of Duckenfeild; 


contemplation then they are, neither they that ſent him, 


(it any fuch there be ) nor he thar is ſent, have cauſe to 
be aſhamed. | 
But his A#:vitze & great. And wherein appeares this 
his great Af#:vitze, unlefle it be in entertaining now and 
then one call of many, to preach a Sermon abroad, as oc- 
cations will permit ? or unleſle it be that in defence of 
the way he profeſſeth, he anſwereth ſome of the many 
challenges Brethren make in oppoſition againſt it. In 
which alſo he is rarely ingaged alone, and leſle a#:ve 
then his opponents ſhew themſelves tobe. of 
In pag. 68. the extract of a Letter written from the 
Northerneparts, ſpeakes thus ; 7 ſhall hereafter give you & 
particular account of the Church of Duckenfeild. 
eAzſw. It had been ſafer for the Author of this Let- 
ter to look into his own heart,and ſee what is amiſſe there, 
that he may be able to givea particular account to God 
of all his wayes, when he ſhall be called thereto; then to 
ſpend his time in obſerving Dackexfeild, and medling 
with account of things that concern him not. Is not this 
to be daaorpro emirkomes, 4 buſi-body in other mens matters , and 
ef be ſuffer as ſuch a one,what glory or comfort can he have 
at the laſt > Notwithſtanding let him be ſure his account 
be juſt, and it will prove nodiſadvantage to Duckerfeild 
that he makes 1t, 
The Ruling Elder is a Sequeſirator in Cheſkire, 
* eAnſw. It the Ruling Elder be an honeſt man, and Se- 
queſtratorſhip an honeſt imployment, we hope 1t 1s no 
diſparagemevt to Dackenfeild Church,that their Rulrng 
Elder is a Sequeſtrator. | 
Their Deacon is a Sequeſtrator in Lancaſhire z The De :- 
con I ſhall ſpeedily bring upon the Stage, aud make a nitable 
diſcovery of his knavery in connening ie State, 
B 2 Anſw, 


—_— 


S.” 
* LL, 
* v 

Fr 


SORES 


L950 9 in 
Aa; 5 x3 ” o 


-: - 


®* 
Fr 
Ls 
$* | 
» % - 
: p 
i 
" 
* 
" « þ- 
7 3 {© 5 
. 53S, L 
d > 
F : : 23g 
o e p 
. 
* $ : p 
£ I 
by £ 
£ Z 
4 2 
- ; 
,\ 4 + * 5% 
E 4 ' 
4: is 
i ; 
ic | FEEL ' s 
(S . "T4. 2 
:, " o 
by Fo | - 
5 2.414% 
yd is FH $4: 
T4 © 3 wy 
\ "3&2 ' 404 Ft *< 
ba i v + ES24 
bs < $4 2 = 
= &:* 0 Bp% 
, hs = 
: ONT. , 
\; og : 
+ 
q oa 
LN o "=" 1 
ry 4 
F +* F, FT 
£ z a 
by #Y 
In © # « 
> : T. > 
le . Lu 4 
6 \ & : 
ME.” - 
4 06:34 1 
; « F,2;2 
* ir £1 
. Þ 4 © %. -4 
4 ST q 
4 4 34S 
,, *; MN.& x A » 
4 k Bf Fc 
: WW. + 7 
- > . 
F © 4: * 
i - SOIT 
# ad WY 9 
” C . . 
4 3 Yo : 
} "I oy 1 
« $8637 £%b 
44 #2264 d 
” vF*-: N 
| - IY 
—_ in. SY 
> F- is KS + 
J & i 0 
? R ot 
: = "1 Bo 
4 Tri 
F'% ITE. HE 
mn bY Wl ;* 
x. LS 
J . 
+ "©2075 _- 
< $£,6-28% - 
| "7 0-0 - 
—_ 4. 
' ” o 
7 
TA : 
S A Re i 
” A $ + xP-* * 
» e +uS&$SAH 
4 5 * BE. of 
0 ob 
X > + BY; 
«F, k *1 
Þ» » = 
" 3, 
» "SY & 
+ 3 SF: 
& 3 Prog 
* 7 h i 
« L" A 
* 4 3M 
$1 "Lax 
. © ESSS20 7 
v., + 4 s 
FOE £39 
1 .PIY 
+75 
in, + \*4 
"1 £32 
atk WES 
Yb q Y 
WE "3% 
© "2 9 nh 
YE 
HE) 
"Ix. 
a -. 4 K. 
£ - 'S$. 
., : by % 
2 4 5 
wy wa 
# mt: 
%*. AH 
N. : 
5? 671-- 
1 
* & V *; 5 : 
bs 97 ; 
> 7 30- 
4-8 *I I 
FL Ib. 2 
X © 44 
»& * ah "> 
& S380 # Xa bth; 
k 284% 
9 
- 
PF) . p- 


I juſt Apologic for the Church of Duckenfeild, | 


 Anſw. As concerning the Deacor, we ſhall give a true 
rel.tion of the carriage of that matter.M. 7 ayloy preach- 
ing at Sþyexsbury the laſt Summer, (in the beginning of 
the Moneth of Azguf, as he remembreth y had diſcourſe 
-with a religions Gentleman (a friend of his, ard of the 
Claſficall way for mitter of judgement”) concerning the 
different Church-ways,that are now matters of ſuch hot 
digladiation among! many in the Kingdone. The Gen- 
tleman by way of diſcourſe told him, that there were 
ſome in the Church of Duckerfeild, as baJ as were to be 
found io the Pariſh Afleniblies, and named Laurence O- 
wer, a Deacon of our Church, and reterred Mr. Taylor 
for further ſatisfa&tion to Mr. Thomas Smith, Book-ſeller 
in Mazcheſter, and to Thomas Hartley, for proofe of his 
diſhoneſt dealing with the State. Mr. Tay/or ar his re- 
turne communicated this buſineſſe to the Elders of the 
Church, and in a ſhort time. after wee both conferred 
with Thomas Hartley,and received from him a report that 
he was not ſatisfied that L. Owen had carried the matter 
well, and gave ſome Inſtances. Hereipon wee reſolved, 
( ſo ſoon as poſſibly we could ger a convenient time, )to 
call Laurence Owen before us, and to require an account 
of him concerning his Negoriation for the State : and to 
deſire Mr. Smith, Thomas Hartl'y, and whomſoever els 
might fall under our Intelligence, as a perſon able to 
witneſſeany thing materiall concerning L.Owez his pro- 
ceeding, to give us the meeting. That it it might appeare 
that L. Ozez had done any thing to the prejudice of the 
State, or peace of a goodconſcience, wee might uſe our 
beſt endeavours to bring him to rhe fight of his ſinne, 
and repentance for-it, andalſo to make due fatisfaQtion 
to the State. 
But many importune occaſions falling in, inthat con- 
| junAion 
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jun&ion of tifnc, deferte | the execution'ot ovr determi- 
natioi:s for a thort time, till a fitſeafon was by the good 
hand of providence opened untous. But when wee were 
fully ripened by a untverfall conflux of all concertering 
tequiſites for the iſſuing of this bulinefſe, (which had nor 
ſuffered the leaſt delay,bur that we bad probable,andpro- 
miſing grounds of hope, rhat the charges againſt him 


' were founded upon miſtakes in his accuſers ) wee: reſol- 


vedto bring it under examinarion, with amoſt requiſite 
and impartiall endeavour of diſcovering ( ſo faras God 
ſhould he!p'us ) the whole truth. Now 1n this:jundure 
of time, Mr. Smith had drawne'up 4acharge, and brought 
it before the (ommuttee of Lancajhire, who npon a full, 
and impartiall hearing of the cauſe,did not-find him gnil- 


tie of the things charged upon him,and ſo diſmiſſed him 


from their Board, without any cenſure. And this was 
the iſſue of Mr. Smiths.confidence that he ſhould fpee- 


dily difcover the Kzavery of the Deacon, in his firſt'at- 


'tempt. 

And though this buſineſle iſſuing before the Geztle. 
men,according to our former { then preſent) apprehen- 
ſions, might have given reaſonable ſatisfa&ion-ro us in 
point'of the Deacons 7nn0cency ; yet becauſe wee under- 
fiood that Mr. Smith was not herewithall ſatisfied, wee 
reſolved (as unforeſtalled in point of the innocency of 
the accuſed by any thing that paſſed before the Gentle- 
men, or fell otherwiſe under our obſervation, ) to.give 
Mr. Smeth a full and faire hearing ; that fo if he could 
make any reall diſcovery, wee might improve it to the 
glory of God, the States ſatisfaction, and our Brothers 
ſpiritual! good:and accordingly defired Mr. Smb,when 
he was ripe for the purpoſe, to ler us underſtand. Afﬀer 
ſome weekes paſt, Mr. Smith ſent a Declaration to Mr. 
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"| aylor, ſubſcribed with his own hand, and the hands of 


George Fack!or,and Tho: Hartley ; containing divers char- 
ges againſt L. O, Uponthe reccipt hereof, the Church 
aflembled to faſt and pray before God, to feek affifttance 
of grace on the behalfe of the Brother that was afreſh 


accuſed, thet he might carry it candidly, and fincerely in 


his Anfwer,as in the preſence of God, and be as ready to 
take ſhame to himſclfe, if any thing were juſtly.charged, 
as to ſtand upon the defence of his innocency, in things 
wherein his Conſcience bore witnefle to the integri-ije 
of his Aions : as alſo that the E/ders might be jnabled 
to concelivearight ofthings,and to make report of them 
accordingly to the Charch. The Dutie being ended, rhe 
ſeverall Charges were drawne out of the Declaratzon [the 
moſt materiall of them being the ſame ( as we have been 
informed)thatwere agitated formerly defore the Com- 
mittee ] and L. O. required to make Anſwers to them : 
which accordingly he did. After we had thus heard boch 
parties ſeverally, wee deſired to heare them joyntly, and 


that they might come face to face,tor which purpoſe, Mr. 


Taylor writ a Letter to Mr. Smith, and his two friends, 
deſiring them to give us the mceting at ſome convenient 
place,and tobring with chem ſuch perſons as might give 
in evidence againſt L.O.concerning any thing contained 
in the Decliyation, that might ſtand in need of further 
proofe. He alſo deſired that Mr. Johzſoz of Aſhtoz, and 
Mr. Angzer of Denton (two godly, and grave Miniſters 
of the C/afficall way) might be preſent as witneſſes of 
w hat paſſed on both ſides. : 
This defired meering Mr. Sm7th and his two friends 
thought fir to decline for theſe two Reaſors, as they pre- 
tended, : 
Firſt, That matters of fat were laid downe with that di- 
| | ſtiaFneſſe, 
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ftinfAneſſe, and cleareneſſe 1% the Declaration, that they need- 
ed to adde no more words for the ſatisfattion- of any ingenuous 
Reader, 
Secondly, ( and that by way of implication ) that wee 
were not authorized to take therr Examination upon Oath, 
To which M. Taylor in his Letter to them anſwered, 

That our deſigne was (according to our dutie) to endea- 
vour to bring our Brother to the ſight of his finne, and 
repentance for it,in caſe he ſhould prove guiltie,accord- 
ing to the ſeverall charges contained in the Declaration, 
or any of them, That this we could not doe, except wee: 
could convince him. That wecould not convince him, 
and npon convittion proceed againſt him, but-by the 

roofe of two witneſſes at the leatt, fince he con frdently: 
denied divers things contained in the Dec/aration,and in 
his Anſwer avoyded the dint, and ſcope of the reſt. Thar 
he deſired to have his accaſers come face to face,and that he 
migut have libertie to Anſwer for himſelfe:and thar this 
mp neither they,(ſince they had laid a charge againſt 

im, nor wee (if wee would carry it righteouſly *) could. 
deny him. That wee deſired ro-know-wherher they did 
joyntly atteſt all, andevery of the miſcarriages charged 
in the Dec/aratzon, or ſeverally. If not all joyntly, bur 
ſome ſeverally, then we defired to-know which of the 
particulars were atteſted by one onely witnefſe, and 
which by two'or more, ſince we could not proceed upon 
2 ſingle teſtimony, but mult deſire further proofe. Thar 
L., O. had bronghrt a Certificate * under the hand of 2 
man beyond: exception faithfull, (who ſpake not by 
heareſay, but as an eye and care witneſſe, poinr-blank, 
contrary to one maine thing charged in the Dec/2ratios, 
and alſo another man (that had great reaſon to know the 


dThe ſame 
Certificate 
Was fince 
ſubſcribed 
by anotkex 


godlyman, 


Kate of the bulineſſe to which he ſpake, atteſting that: 
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"_Y which/1s :contrary.to the maine thing charged »y them, KF 

414.7 as we. ſhould:give them fully to underſtand, it they plea-' © 
MEAS {-d to give us the meering. That there was alfo one thing wn 

STEIN mentioned in the Declaration in generalltermes,uiz.cer- 

DOD: F- tiipe ſummesof money rece:Vved bat were not gruen inznhis 
's q j oy accounts, bu&t:no par ticalars ſpecified, and we deſir ed that 

i Ms 5 the par:iculi7s might be given in,and1o atteſted by them- x, 
Wh fs ſelves, or otherwiſe. That theſe thingsconſidered, they, 

| hy ll i. could not. righreouſly. deny; us the meeting , notwith-: 

& $743 ſanding. the diſtin Racſle, and.clearenefle in watter of 

EELCT Hf fa& pretended to be in their Declaration. | 

F: Fi And as for the ſecond, it-was anſwered-in Mr, T4y/ors 
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Letter aforeſaid ; Tharif they. did nort-judge it unfit to. # 
give in their accuſation intheir Dec/a74top, though they Et 
didi/not-look upon us as a#:horized to agmeprgſier ar. Oath © 
A PRs. 1 to them z why might they not corroborate, and make out - 
XS ©. 1 006  _ theiraccuſttion before us(in things wherin there ſhould | 
1:5. be need of further light, ) though we were notin aca 
4.008 pacitie to adminiſter an Oath unto them ?- Theſe were 
Th. $8 the moſt material: p:ſſages in'Mr. Taylors Letter, 
HR Mr.Smiths Anſwer inthe moſt conſiderable pertinent 
[(BSF& 1: paſſages was ; That he would have appearcd before us, if 
big oF he-had belceved us inveſted with any. /awfull power by God 
' 3443; 1. or mer, tt have taken bis Examination. That to.co:ply 
mW $40 [nt _— wirhus1n this way, world ea remedy worte then the i, 
| rey oe Thar if L. O. defired his accuſers to cogac face. , 
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Church, nor in any of his Letters had acknowletged 


Mr. 7aylor a Minitier, That if we deſired a meeting in 
.a Chrittian way, and not in a Church-way, and pleated 
to let /1ancheſter be the place, he would mcet us, and en- 
.deavour to ingage his two friends, and ſuch other WW it- 


neſles as ſhould be neceſſary. That for other particulars 
in the Letter, (z. e, Whether they did atteſt the things char- 
g:d in the Declaration ſeverally , or joyntly, and if not all 
Joyatly;bat ſome ſcverally,then which were atteſted by one Wit- 

zeſſe, and which by two or more ) W herein we deſired ſatif- 
faction, he conceived it would be fitter to give in ac- 
count tothe Committee for Sequeſtration. then to us, 
To which Mr. Taylor replyed, That wherher he acknow- 
ledged the Church of Dackenfeilda Church, the Elders a 
P;esbyterz', or himfelfe a Minter, neither the one, nor 
the other, nor himſelfe did regard. For with them 7t was, 
8 {mall thing to be judged of him, or of mans judgement. To 
their own Maſter they muſt ſtand or fall. That the ſcope of 
this deſired meeting(on our part)was not to ſteale from 

him an. acknowl«lgement of the truth of our Church, 

or Miniftries, but an improvement of it to this end, 

that our Brother mighr be healed in his (ozſcjexce, if he 

had done any iniquitie, and in his rerwtaton ( fo faras in 

us lay ) if gone of thole things whereof he was accuſed 

were fourd in him. And foraſmuchas a meeting of them 

inthe capacitic of Chriſtians, would be of e juiyolent 

conducency to the attainment of our end,wee ſhould as 

willingly meet them under that Notion, 2s in the capa- 

Citie of a Presbyrery, 

This Anſwer being thus returned, we were in plenary 
expecation,that this huſineſſe would {peedily be iflued 
one way or Otizer, But though we condeicended ro meet 

Mr. Smith upon his own termes, yet in his Anſwer to 
| CG Mr. 
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Mr. Taylor, be totally ( contrary to his own ingagement, 
and promiſe under bis own hand,) : efwſed to meet xs, and 
not onely ſo, but expreſſed bimſelfe reſolved to forbeare all 
further intercourſe with My, Taylor iz writing avout this 
matte; The reaſon alledged by him of his refuſall ro meer 
us,was, That be was inbilated the Committee of Actounts, 
who were reſolved to take the full examination of the buſineſſe 
themſelves, concetving that ouy private debates, would n0 way 
advantage the publick, and might prejudice them iz their pro- 
ceedings, Aſſuring ms that if we would have but a little pate- 
ence, things would be diſcovered tooar full ſatisfaFion, out of 


the examination taken upon Oath. 


When we were thus deſerted by Mr. Sith, and his 
two confederate friends, refuſing to tell us which of the 
charges were atteſted by one onely »:tneſffe, and which 
by two or more, or to give any partzculars atteſted where 
the charge was gexerall,refuſing alſo to give us the meet- 
ing for the making out of his charge, where it needed 
proofe, v7z. in ſuch things, whereof he, and his two 
friends, were onely the relators, and aecuſers, but could 
not poſſibly be the atteſtors or witnefles : When wee 
were thus deſerted, ( wee ſay ) yet wee left no ſtone un- 
moved, further to informe our ſelves concerning this 
buſinefſe. And having notice that L. O. was tocome to- 
his 4zſwer before the Committee of Accounts for Lanca- 
ſhire, upon Tueſday the ſecond of Febr. 1646. (to our 
beſt remembrance ) in Mazxcheſter : Wee both came thi- 
ther, and ſent to rhe Gez'lemen of that Commerzee, to de- 
fire libertie that wee might ſit by and heare what paſſed 
that day for our further ſatisfa&ion. But this libertie 
was denied usby the Geztlemer at that time. After this 
Mr. Taylor having intelligence of the meeting of the 
Committee upon a Tueſday, came to Xazcheſter to deſire 
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a Copie of L. O. his charge, the better to enable them 
to diſcover the truth of this matter. But after he had 
come twice or thrice to the place where uſually they 
ſate, he was informed, that the Countrey people came 
Ot in, and ſo they would not fit that day, and fo lolt his 
labour at that time. After this he applied himlſelfe to 
one of them parricularly, exprefling the defire that him- 
ſelfe, and his Brethren had cobe throughly. poſſeſſed of 
the fate of that buſineſle, and that it would be a very 
great courtelie to us, if wee might but have a Copie of 
the Depoſitions, The Gentleman anſwered, that it was re- 
ſolved ar their Board, that L. 0. ſhould not onely be al- 
lowed Brevzates, but alſo Copies at large of the Depoſitions, 
and there was but oncly one thing undetermined,and that 
was, whether ſince 21l the Examimations were Ort taken, 
he ſhould have the Depoſitzozs piece meale, or the whole 
together, Mr. Taylor went away well ſatisfied in the can- 
dor, and impartialicic of the Gezt/emens proceedings in 
that matter. And ſo wee hope that in due time we ſhall 
enjoy the advantage of thoſe Depoſitions, to enable us to 
make a Judgement of the cauſe, and till then wee ſhall 

ſuſpend our thoughts and determinations about that 
matter. Onely this wee cannot but take notice of; That 
Mr. Smith after ſome Depoſitions were taken, before Z, 

O. had anſwered for himſelfe, ( for that is not yet done ) 

or the Geztlemez had paſſed any Cenfure againſt him, 
( which alſo is not yer done) he writ up toa Gentleman 
a friend of his in Lozdon, That the Deacon of Duckenfeild 

his knavery i proved before the (ommittee upon Oath, and he 
turned our of his place, His Letter bore date, Fan. 30.1646. 

Who reading this Letter, would not conclude, that the 
Committee, after a full hearing of both fides, had found 


L. ©. guiltic ? and for his guilt ( or #zave-y, to ſpeake 2 
C 2 Mr, 


I2 


A juſt Apologie for the Church of Duckenfeild. 


Preſion 


in Com: 


Lanc. 


Mr. Smiths DialeF ) had turned him out of his place ? 
and ſo his friend in Loxdon took it up. Whereas the 
truth is,the Examinations are not yet all raken, neither to 
this day of our preſent writing, bath Z. 0. a Copic of a- 
ny one Depoſitron , nor have the Committee of Accounts 
paſſed any Cenſure atall againſt him, much lefſe pur him 
out of his place. But the Commztree of the Countie to 
eaſe the publick charge, did diminiſh the number of rhe 
Agents tor Sequeſtration, and (without any .Character 
of diſgrace at all ) did ſuſpend him from the execution- 
of his place as they did alſo many other perſons of un- 


702 1s as followeth. : 


_ fidelitie tothe State, A Copie of which Suſpen- 


At the Committee, January 15, 1646. 


2Oras much as by reaſon of the many and great Se- 


: queſtrators within this County, which have' lately. 
been ſuſpended, and taken off, by the compoſitions x 


Goldſmiths- Hall : this Committee doe conceive it nec 

fary to reduce the Agent: employed in the Sequeſtrati- 
ons in the ſeverall limits, and diviſions, hereatter parti- 
cularly expreſſed z viz. Oliver Edge in Mancheſter divilie 


on: Tſaack Dehoo, its Middleton diviſion ; Richard Brad- 


ſkaw, in Bolton diviſion : William Kindſly and william Parr, 


inthe Pariſhes of Warrington, Winwickwiggan & Leigh ; 


and-Petes Ambroſe, and John Caſe inthe remainder of the 
hundred of Derby. will:am Eccleſton and Thomas Jackſon, 


for Lezland hundred: Charles Gregory, and John Haworth, 
in Blackburne hundred :- James Smith, Richard whitehead, 
dnd william Audeland,in Amunderneſſe hundred: and T ho- 
mas Towlinſon , Thomas Gardn?r, Adam Sands, and John 


Sawry, in Loniſdale hundred, And that all other Agents 


employed. 
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employed in the Sequeſtrations in this Countie, ſhall 
from and after the firſt day of eHarch next, ſuſpend and 
forbearethe execution of their places or employmeats as 
Agents. And in the meanetime they areto perfect their 
accounts, and deliver the ſame to Mr.otey upon ſuch pe- 
nalties as are impoſed by the Ordinance of Parliamezt. 
And the Colle&@ors for ſequeſtrations in Loxrſdale hun- 

dred are from hence forward to: forbeare the execution 

of their employments. Andthe Agents of that hundred 
are to performe the ſame accordingly. 


Vera (opia Examinat, 3, Bradſhawes 8 
| . John gtarkze. © , 
Per me Oliver Edge. . Thomas, Birche, | 
Robert (unliffe... ih." 
william Knipe, , 
N ; Rrigbre, 


And yet even ſince that'time, that Commzttee that put 
him out, hath pur him in againe ; which doubtleſſe they 
would never have done, had they judged him unfaithfull 
to the State, A Copie of which order for re-execution 
of his place is as followeth:. | 


Mie: ; 


— 


At the Committee, March 4. 1646. Wiggan || 
| in Comes WY p 
| is ordered, that w:Ul;am Kinaſly, william Parr, and-£4%: | 
Joh Hampſon, (hall be employed for the Sequeſtrati-. 
on in the Pariſhes of Warrington, winwihe, Leygh, and 
iggan, and that they ſhall have one ColleQor to afſiit 
them. And that Richard Bradſhaw (hall a& as Agent for 
| Sequeſtrations in the Pariſhes of Bolton;Deane,Bury,and 
Rathffe, and that he ſhall have one ColleRor for = aſſi- 
| anCcEe . 
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ance therein; And that iſazc Dehos, and Edward Dutton 
thall be agents in the Pariſhes of 4ſ»t0» under line,Ould- 
bam, Middleton,and Rachdale,and ore ColleQor to ali 
them. And that Olrver Edge, and Laurence Owen, (hall be 
agents in the Pariſhes of Aanchefter, Eccles, Dreſtwich, 
and Flixr0-, and that the parties aforenamed, ſhall doe, 
execute, and performe all things pertaining to that em- 

loyment, as by Ordinance of Par/rament 1s appointed. 

nd that for their care and paines ro be taken therein, 
they ſhall all of them receive the uſuall ſzlarie, and pay, 


| as hath been accuſtomably uſed to have been allowed, 


and paid to others of the like employment: ſaving thar 
there ſhall be allowed to Mir. Duttoz,and Mr. Dehoo, the 
weekly pay of twenty-foure ſhillings , onely untill fur- 
ther order. | 


Vera Copia Examinat. F. Bradſhawe. 
7 Fohz Starkze, 
i» Per me Oliver Edpe. Thomas Birche. 


REA Y 


\ 


Farre be it from us, tobring any rayling accuſation a- 


gainſt Mr. Smith, but /zt the tree be judged by its fruits, the 
man by hisa&tions. As for Lawrence Owez, and his bufi- 
neſſe, we ſhall leave it in the middle, and neither cleare 
him, nor condemne him, { further then matters of fag 
reported in this Narrative are of a tendency one way or 
other ) till the buſineſle be iflued before the Commetree 
of Accounts, Onely hereby it doth appeare, that the 
Church, and the Elzers, have laboured in-ſonie good mea- 
ſure to doe their duty, : | 


Now 


Fo COR Ss I 
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- : Nowwe paſſe to the prodigious Story of the invifi- 


ble DRUMME. ; 

In pag. 164. there is the ſtory of a Drumme, and Mr. 
Edwards makes a godly Minifter of Cheſkzre to be the re- 
porter of it to him, but his name is concealed ; wee may 
not know him, yetwe may aske Mr. Edwards whether 
the Miniſter were an-eye or care witneſfe of it > If he 
were not, nor yet afferted ſo much to Mr. Edwards, how 
comes it that Mr. Edwards faith in his Preface ; For other 
Relations (allndeingto relations of fat) Theve them from 


fach knowne godly Minifters, and Chriſtians, being eave and 


eye witneſſe thereof, This will be found a monſtrous un- 
truth in Mr. £divards : However, becauſe there was no 
fuch 'M::ſter, an eare, or cye-wrtreſſe of this matter, it 


will be found a onde betwixt them;upon which ofthe 


foever it will fall. 

But becauſe there is great Enquiry made in ſome 
parts of the Kingdome about this matter, wee thinke it 
neceſfary for the fatisfa&ion of all that would be infor- 
med in the truth of it, to give a briefe ze/atzoz of it, as it 


was at Duckeafeild, and afterwards to manifeſt what a 
Bundelt of untruths were knit up together in the tory, - 


as it is repreſented to the Kingdome. And for the truth 
of what we ſay, wee ſhall appeale to many zmpartzall A4u- 
aitors, who (as they ſometimes repaire to the Chappell) 


ſo they were eare and eye-wztreſſe of the whole matter that 


very day. Their Teſtimony (they being neither Mem- 


bers of our (Þurch, nor of our opinion ) wee hope will 


currantly paſſe with all rationall men. Which i>as fol- 
loweth. 


« Upon one Lords day, while Mr. Eatoz was preach-- 
<« ing in Dackenfeild-Chappell, there was the noyſe of / 
« Rapping or Striking upon one of the Pewes or Seates 


Filti, 


Hi. * 
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«n the Chappell and. (they being made ot thia vVain- 
« ſcoate, and ſtanding hollow from any wall) the ſound 
« was the greater, but continued not long. Upon the 
« firſt hearing of it, Mr. Eaton turned his care towards 
« the-place whence he conceived the ſound came, and af- 

<ter he had finiſhed the ſentence he was ſpeaking, he 
« made a ſhort pauſe, as his manner hath often been to 
.« doe, and the noyſe immediately ceaſed ; and. he began 

- « apaine to ſpeake, and fo continued to the end , both of 
« Prayer and Sermon, asat other times, without any fur- 
< ther interruption. In the place,whence the noyſe pro- 
«ceeded. there was a dogge which lay under the Seate, 
« and it was then, and ſtill is ſyppoted, that the dogge in 
« Scratching of. his eare, Muck upon the Wainſcoate 
« with his foote, which an fo little a place as Dauckenfesld 
« Chappell, might well cauſe as _ a noyſe, as was 

« there heard: But before it could certainly be knowne 

« what cauſed it, the noyſe was.ended, and the dogge was 
« immediately put forth from the ſeate upon it. In wit- 

« nefſe to the truth ofthis we ſet.to our hands. ** 


Robert Duckerfeild. 
 willtam Bardſley, 
George Hurſt, 
Henry Aritage, 
Henry Hurſt, 
John Taylor, 
willam Hampſon, 
Thomas Ouldham, 
Joſeph Aſhton. 
William Aritage. 


- Joſeph Andrew. 


H aving 
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Having thus brought the truth to light, the antraths, 
that have been moſt malicioufly and unrighteouſly for-' 
ged upon it, will more eaſily be manifed ro all mens 
eyes. 

4 Firſt, That the zoy/e was the the beating of 4 March 
upor a Drumme. | 

Secondly, That the noyſe came 173 at the doores,and paſſed 
ap the 1/le, and fo compaſſed about the Chappel. 

Thirdly, That #t #zterrapted Mr. Eaton, ir ſuch man- 
zer, that it cauſed him to deſift from preaching, and ro betake 
himſelfe to prayer. 

ourthly, That at length ( the noyſe continuing ſo long ) 
it canſed the diſſolution of the Aſſembly, and forced all to flee 
from the Chappell. Theſe are foure deſperate malicious 
untruths, by whomſoever firſt deviſed, and cach «ztrath 
is more horrid and »zcked then other. 

W hereas Mr. Edwards doth Comment upon it, and 
to make it the more remarkeable, would have it obſer- 
ved,that chu was the firſt viſible framed Independant Church | 
7 that nas ſet up in England, and beforethe Apologiſts came ty 
TE from Holland, &c. | Fo 

Anſw. Wee anſwer, viſible it hath been from the firſt 
; dayitrwasa Church, for wee have carried all things pub- 
> Hcklyinthe face of the world, to prevent the many foule 
> afperſfions which have been. wont to be caft upon dome- 
tick” and clandeſtine mcetings ; thar with Chriſt wee 
chight be able to ſay to all malicious falſe witneffe bear- 
ers: tee ſpeake openly daily, in ſecret haye wee ſaid nothing, 
if therefore weethav? done evill , beare witneſſe of the evil + 
if not, win ſmite you us cac/lefly ? Bat whether we were v1- 

{/Ble,and framed before'the Apnlogifts came from Hollazd, 

(feeing that it 15 not yet full three yeares ſince tte on- 

{{irution of our Church, and lirt'e above two yeares - 
D 4Q1TY {'nce 
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ſince it was compleated with Officers, ) let Mr. Edwards 
himſelfe (who knowes the time of their coming from 
Hellard ) more confiderately compute : and finding ir 
falſe, (as we are confident he will ) let him retraa& fo 
bold an afſertion. | 

The Concluſions which Mr. £4rards builds upon it, 
are fooliſh, cruell, and abſurd, as may appeare from what 
hath been preſented in the Premiſſes; And let it beconſi- 
dercd, whether he hath not dzpped his pen deeply in Bload, 
while he would propheſie what ſhould become of the 74- 
dependants? and whether he hath not ſhewed himſelfe a 
Bloudy man,and bath already in his heart ſpilt a great deale of 
zznocent Bloud: As for us, the prayers that wee have put 
up day by day in places where we preach, for peace be- 
twixt us and our Brethren of Scotland, will cleare us that 
we are not the men he chargeth us tobe: And wee com- 
mit it to God to have our innocency cleared to all mens 
Conſciences in his.time.In the /zterim,wee are contented _/* 
that thoſe foule and hatefull Charges, that Mr, Edwards *'> 
hath made againſt us, may paſſe with the world upon = 
ſuchevidence,as they are preſented,and that they may be 
received and credited upon thoſe grounds upon which 
' they are built, which are moſt impudert falſrtzes, viz, For 
[ certatnly,and aſſuredly,]as there was a Drumme heard, beat- 
ing a March in Duckenfeild Chappell ſo | undoubtedly } doe 
the Independants delight 17 warre. Againe, [ ſo ſurely, and 
unqueſtionaliy} as the beating of this Drumme, drove us out 
from the Chappell,and brake up our meeting, ſo[ certainly and. 
infallibly] ſhall the warre which wee have ſought, overthrow 
all our epintons, and meetings, aud caſt u' out of England, as 
an abominabl: branch for ever: And ſo [infallibly] ſhall ſome 
of our heads be ſerved up by the Presbytertans , andput into 

Bload, as King Cyrus by head was by Tomyris. 
n 
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| Inpue. 166. and 167. there is a Zetzer, in which the 


Sefartes are charged to have promoted a Petztioz for 
toleration, the members of Duckenferid to have framed 
it, the ſubſcribers tobe Seekers, Soule-ſlzepers, Anabaptifts, 
&c.And amongit others,one commoa Drunken cAtint- 
ſter: It is ſtyled, The Petition of the peaceable and well-affe- 
fed, who deſire Liberty of Conſcience, as ras promiſe1 by the 
Houſe of (ommons tn thetr Declaration, 

eAnſw. Truth it 1s, there was a Pet:t:0z on foote,both 
in Cheſhz,e, and Lancaſhire: The fierceneſſe of ſome Preſ- 
byterians intheir Petitzons in both Counties againſt their 
Brethren ( who would have lived peaceably by them ) was 
the cauſe of it. It was not for Tolerariop, but againſt vio- 
lence, where moderation and forbearing ought tobe: It 
carried no ſuch T:tle, as the Letter imports. Some Preſ- 
byterians were at the framing of ir with 7zdeperdangs , 
many Presbyterians employed. in the promoting of_ir. 
The greater part of the Subſctibers were Presbyterzans , 
the Miniſter that is ſaid to be a Common Drankard, and 
yet ſigned it, is one who is entertained by a very godly 
People in Lazcaſhirewho have ſpoken very hopefully of 


him to one of us. However ir prove, a Claſ7cal man he 


is, Or was, a little after he had ſubſcribed ir,and therefore 
not for the honour of the /zformer, to mention him as a 
Drunkard. If any young Schollar which ſubſcribed ir, 
ſaid he would defend Independency with bis Blousthe ſpeech 
was raſh, but may admir of as favourable a conftrudtion, 
as that ſomewhat like expreſſion of a Pres-yterian, who 
ſaid, He would bu;ne at a Stake, before he would reade the 
Houfe of Commons Declaration of the x; of Aprill. But how 
many untruths have been.writter in theſe ſufcrmations 
given it, about this Pet/570%, may be worth the obſervati. 


on of the conſiderate Reader. 
D 2 | In 
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In this Extzaf alſo ſome Gentlemen of noble Dualttic, 
ate moſt unworthily and falfly charged z And though 
they be not nominated,yet being it is notoriouſly known 
who are intended, the injury 1s not the eſſe, but the grea- 
ter ; for they might vindicate themſelves from ſuch a- 
ſperſions, had they been nominally mentioned. 

The one of them is ſaid to be become a great Zealot for 
Indepexdayts, for no other reafon, but becauſe he is not 
cauſleſly tranſported, with that rage and fury againſt 
them, as the Author of this Letter is, and many other of 
the Pre: byterians arc in that Comnty; That be threatned any 
godly Mtnifter to make ther places too bot for denying their 
Pulpits to My. Eatoy, is moſt calumniouſly afferted a- 
gainſt ſo honourable a perſon. The one of us was an eye 
and eare witzeſſe,when this man(not a godly as it is ſaid) 
but an unworthy ſcardalous Miniſter behaved himſelfe 
inſolently and audaciouſly againk this Geztlemaz ; and 
yet he bore it with remarkable patience, onely told him 
his own unworthy intemperate offenſive carriage in his funtj+ 
on, might ere long be brought againſt him, ta caſt him out, 

The other Gentleman 18 ſaid to have inconraged Sefa- 
ries, diſcouraged and borne downe the Orthodox well 
affe ted Gentlemen and Hziniſters, that they could never 
to this day, get-any thing done againſt them. 

Azſw. Butthis1s a moſt ingratefull accuſation againſt 
ſo deſerving a Gentleman, who hath done his Courtrey, 
and the K:-gdome, fuch noble ſervice, and it is fullof ma- 
lictous flander. 

For, firſt ; The perſons that he is ſaid to have incou- 
raged, are knowne to be as godly axd as Orthodox ( Inde- 
pendency excepted, which in point of Oxthodoxnefſe is 
under doubtfull diſputation) as azy ether. And what hath 
his incouraging been ,.but his entreating them to = 
their 


MN 
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their Turnes in prezching with others : which ſervice al- 
ſo the Parliament hath required from ſome of their 
judgement. 

Secondly, What Inſtance can be given of any one Oy- 
thodox Gentleman, or Miziſter, that he hath diſcouraged / 
and borne downe ? 

Thirdly, When were there ever any attempts made, 
and fer afoote by any of the Geatlemen or Miniſter a- 
gainſt ſuch perſon, and he oppoſed them therein,and in- 
gaged himſelfe for the other party ? if none of theſe, 
then is he unworthily dealt with. And let it be obſerved, 
; that whereas there is an implication in his words of a 
” forwardneſſe among the Gentlemenand Miniſters to ſup» 
preſſe Independency, there is an untruth cloſely wrapped 

upin it; for no ſuch thing hath appeared from the Ger- 
, Ltlemen, norgenerally from the Hznifters, 

4 It is alſo confiderable, how to uſher in, what (by way 
of defamation ) he would have theworld to take notice 
5d of concerning this Gentleman, he takes upon him to dif- 
| cover the ſtate of Cheſhzre, and therein his own horrid 
apprehenſions of the Zzdependents, (for he inftanceth 
onely inthem )and he compares them ( by way of impli- 
cation) to fome hideous devouring Monſter, and all that 
are taken with them he reſembles to a miſerable prey; as if 
Indepenaency were mortiferous and deadly ro all the im- 
bracers of ir, poyſonors and deſtruQive to mens ſoules. 


'I It is of ſad conſiderationto thinke unto what an unjudi-- 
ey ciouſneſſe of mind,and to whar mozſtrous conceptions men 
< are left, through want of charity. And then to confirme 


what he had aſſerted of (heſhrre, he firengthens it with a 
| notorious untrurth ; There are (ſaith he ) two or three 1- ; 
.: dependent Churches, ſet up by them already, and they are {et- | 
ting up two or three more z the latter/part of this relztion 


is totally falſe. Having 


—— 
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4 Having done with Cheſbire, he proceeds to lay his de- 
m—. _—__ Y 

Pag.167. faming pen, upon ſome Parl/ament- Members, and deli- 
vers bimſclfe in ſuch /27gage, as if ſome abomrnable thing 
might be laid to their charge, which it would be leſſe ſafe fo; 
amen to mention, then to Llaſpheme all the pe> ſons tn the Tr. 
nity, And by and by he addes words, which refl« &s upon 
the whole Aflembly of Parliament : His Expreſſions are 
theſe ; The ſuffering of the Charch of Go to be rent and toyne 
7n pieces by hereſies, ſchiſmes, and diviſions, the retarding ve- 
iefe forpoore bleeding Ireland, thegrievrig and ſadding the 
hearts of our Brethren of Scotland, &c. The words need 
no Comment upon them who can permit and ſuffer 
ovght, which the Parliament will inhibir, and ſo of the 
Teit it may be ſaid; therefore the Parltamezt is ſtruck ar, 
but moſt unjuſtly ; For, how they have carried it in all 
theſe things, is abundantly evidenced to all that will | 
open their eyes. oF 
There are other paſſages in theſe very Letters, and in S 
other Letters which wee have read, which refle& upon 
fome I:dependeat Churches in theſe parts, and wee are 
able to contradid thoſe things,wherewith they,and their 
Officers are aſperſed, and to declare the falfitie of them. 
And if we conceived, that themſelves would be filent, we 
ſhould thinke our ſelves bound to ſay ſomewhat ; But it 
- is probable;the ſenſe of injuries done them, will lie upon 
them, as well as upon us, and put them alſo upon wrnd- 
cation of themſelves in duc time. Wee therefore ſhall Ty 

re? ſatisfied in pleading our own innocer cy, and ſhall 

intreat the [mpartzall Reader, to conſider with what dif- 

honeſt and deceitfull fiuffe.borh Relztzons and Letters are 

filled, which will not abide Try. Our requeſt to God : 

Hall be, that he would teach them, ( who thinle they doe i 
God £0681 ſervice, in beating and baiting therr Bretorem,) b 
- more = 
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more love, candidneſle, and ingenuity in all their relati- 
ons of others, and all thoſe who are the ſ«6jeis of all 
their Exclamations and oppoſitions, more innocency, and 
integritie in all their demeanor, that thence it may come 
to paſſe, that all that would accuſe their goo converſa- 
tion, may be aſhamed. 
[C27 CI f 22) oie_el).nm 
The Copie of a L M- Hen- 
ry Rootes, Paſtor of the Church of Sowerbie in 
Yorkſhire, in Vindication of himſelfe againſt a fi- 
niſter and dangerous, yet-falſe and ground- 
lefle infinuation, conteined in the Copie of a. 
Letter ou: of Torkſhire , divulged by 


Mr. Edwards in the third part 
of Gangrenna. pag. 69. 


nereTi] eee] oiielel 


——— 
— — 
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To his loving Brethren, M*. £atoz or M', Taylor, 
theſe be preſented. 


Dearely beloved Brethren ; 


f Taylor, of your purpoſe of anſwering ſome 
Q flauders.of M*, Edwards, | defire to give you 
| ” artrucand faithfull accompt of what | deljve- 
red in that Sermon, which 1s toucht upon in that Letter 


of James Robinſons, which is Printed, and of the wnchr:- 


tian dealing in that particular. 

Firſt, / exhorted all godly men to joyne themſelves to ſome 
viſible Church,gf they have opportunity. I explained my ſelfe, 
1 ſay to ſome viſible (kurech ; not this or that, but ſome, I ſay, 
if they bave opportunitie , for if God rake away their opportu- 

nite, 


IAving received Intelligence from my Brother: 
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nite, bney muſt wart God's time: thele Cautions premiled :; 
theſe AMotrwes were aided; Firſt, whoſoever joynes not ty 
ſome, ſinneth, Heb. 10. 25. Jude ver. 19, Secondly, God 
mill peniſh ſach, Zach. 14.17, 18, 19+ 

Secondly, 1 exhorted all godly men, being joyned to ſome 
Uziible Church, to ſiriue to walke 11 ſome neernejſe of Comms 
icy with that Church :as, 3. 11 love, 2. Peace; 3 Watchful- 
nefe; 4. Chriſtian toleration of Infirmities ; 5« Scekeng one 
anothers welfare ; 6. Defending one another from common 
enemres, Gene14. t4. AQt.7. 24, A. 9.24, 23. Where 
you may ſee a miſtake in the Relaroy of this laſt Huorarz- 
0z:;this is the real truth,as I can produce mine own notes, 
and skores of Y:tzeſſes to atreſt the fame. 

Firſt, Obferve that this relation which now 1s printed, 
was carried on the Sabbath day to another bappell, a 
mile diſtant, and there written downe in all haſt, and the 
next morning poſtedaway to MHazxchefter, and that week 
to Yorke : ſpread fifty miles diſtant in a few dayes: the 
next weeke I hearing of it, both from Torke and Marche. 
fter, I took occaſion to ſpeake with Mr. Holl:ngworth 2. 
bout it, who ſaid he had ſeene ſucha Lerter, and I related 
unto him mine own Expreſſions, and fenſe, who ſaid af- 
| ter he heard me, that I had a deale of wrong done unto 

me; I defired to know the party that did write the Let- 
ter, that I might vindicare my felfe ; but he defired to be 
forborne-in that; I intreated him then to doe mee that 
Brotherly Office, as to deale with the party himfelfe ; who 
proinifed he woula, yet after all this, the Letter is fe; r 
to London, and printed. | 

Secondly , The next Zords day zfter I heard of this, I 
publickly before all the Congregation, related whar. I 
had'heard was written to Yorke and Manchefter, (the wri- 
cr being preſent) Frhendefired ro repeate what T had 
delivered, 
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delivered, and did fo ; and ſhewed before all, my fenſe, 
that I meant it ofthe Commonenemy of the Kingdome,... 


 (webecingatthar time imbroyled' in Civill warre, ) and' 


I added, 7hat 7 was ſo farre from judging it lawfull, for the 
Congveaationall men to take np Armes againſt the Presbyte- 
rians, that I beld it unlawfull for any private man to take up 
eArmes, except he was: backed by Publick Authoritze, Tea, 1 
thought this warre, now #n betng, could not be juſtified, but 
that ithath the Authoritze of the State to manage tt, 
Thirdly, diverſe weekes after-rhits , (learning who 
was the #riter of this Letter). I dealt with: him about ig © 
before one of his intimate friends, Paul Greenmond, - 
ſhewing him how unchriſtianly-he had dealt with mee 
init: Paw/an{wered, indeed he ſhould have knowne my 
ſenſe before he had'divulged it: and for his part, he ob- - 
ferved the paſſages of that Sermon as: diligently as he 
could, and did not finde any thing-of juſt c— a= 
oainſt it: and T judge this Paul, a$judicious a Chriftian 


* as moſtaboutus,yet all this would zot cexfe the Letter to 


be recalled, or fayed from — 
Fourthly, It may clearely be diſcerned by this Relati- - 


8, and the Circumſtances here ſet'downe, that divers 
ſinnes, divers wayes have been committed. Firſt, by the 
firſt Relator, who upon the Lords day leaving his owne 
Chappel,, in the midft of the day, to goe to carry a piece: : 
ofa Relation,which proves the ſeed of /larder ; if witteng- 
& he mincedthe relatox in the limitation, there's Doegs 
finne in it, yea if he related it in that fenſe which the 
Scribe, and Publiſher in Print ſeeme to import, (as it is - 
very. probable, by his haftztelling of it, and rhe others - 
haſty writing of it abroad ) it was 1n that ſenſe then the | 
like ſfinne, to their's that were the falſe witneſſes againſt 
our Saviour, Hat. 26.60, = cumJoh,2. 19. 31.But if it 
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was 7a ly done, without any. ſiniſter intention, (which is 


much tobe doubred,) yet there was evill in.it , to. relate 
a Paſſage; and to leave out principall circumſtances for 
the anJooſiendiog of it. | 

- ' Secondly, Sinnes committed by the Vriter, and di- 
vulger were. -- ob WSEkiek 1 A536 5% aut 4, 

\ Firſt, Acrecerving an accuſation.againſt an Elder p02 
oxe witneſſe, without enquiring of the Elder, whether it 
were ſo, though he might have done any day, and then 
divulging of it, behinde the backe, and never to the face, 
inaflanderous'manner. ' (2 | 56 

Secondly, Impenttency, and bardneſſe of heart, for when 

he was ſhewed his ſinne, and could not but ſee it, yet to 


this day, he zever gave: any ſatifaR1on, or teſtimony of 


repentance to the Bouy wronged; neither did he ſup- 
preſſe the divulging and printing ofut, which he: might 
eaſily have done, had he timely improved his endeavours, 
which in godlinefſe he ought to have done ; but itap- 


peares in this particular a&; : be. loved evell moye they 


good, and flandering more then ſpeaking righteouſneſle, 
Pſal. 52.3. | EL SEPEISE F 
Thirdly , The finne of him that publiſhed in print 


theſe things was, his printing flanderous Relations upon 


ſo fleight Grounds, without enquiring into the certain 
truth ; yea having been admonithed before of ſuch dea- 
lings by Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Saltmarſh, and Mr. Jobx 
Goodwin, and found favity in the ſame kinde, and yet 
oes on in the ſame trade ; ſurely the Wiſe man layes a 
heavy doome ov-ſuch, Pro. 29. foi 
All this ſhews by wofull experience, that there is a 
ſpirit of maliceworkes in rhe hearrs,of Brethrea againſt 


ſome of their Brethren more virulent in-this kinde,then 


he Spirit of Epiſcopacy, ſtrikivg not only at our peace, 
yoey 0 | libertie, 
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libertie, and livelihood, but at our good names and re- 
putations unjuſtly : which the Biſhops never could fo 
rouch: But I hope, Godwill in his time cleare us ; as in 
this particular by his goodneſſe he hath done, and all 
the world may fee it, it they will but view this. 

Brethren, thus I have given you the truth, which I 
will avow ; if you pleaſe to adde any thing within theſe 
dounds which is defeQive ; to blot out any thing redun- 
dant or unnecefſary,or alter any phraſes which are harſh 
or unpoliſhed, I give you free libertie, nay I intreate 
you as Brethrento doe it, and inſert it with your owne, 
and I will acknowledge my ſelfe much obliged unto you. 
I falute you both in the Lord, and deſire tobe remem- 
bred to all the.Brethren, and fo remaine 


Sowerbie March 2. 
1646, Your cruely loving 


Brother in Chriſt, 


Henry RoorTE. 
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